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monuments not only of the ingenuity of mankind but also of the wonders of the 
physical world. In this book there may be found a vast store of information 
written largely from the engineer's standpoint, but of necessity portraying the 
varying physical features which advancing civilization is striving to subdue. 
Each chapter deals with a single enterprise, as "Across Siberia by Rail" ; and 
each is extensively illustrated. The pictures are remarkable and form an 
invaluable feature. The history of tunnel construction centers around the bor- 
ing of the Gotthard. Among other topics are the narrow-gauge railroad, an 
effort to reduce the cost of construction, which reaches its climax in the Otavi 
line in German South-West Africa; Meigg's masterpiece, the Oroya road; the 
penetration of Alaska; Rhodes's dream of a Cape to Cairo connection; the 
difficulties of the desert in building the Pilgrim Road to Mecca; the conquest 
of heavy rainfall in building the railroad around the lower Congo rapids; 
Flagler's railroad over the sea to Key West; and the first continental railroad 
across South America from Buenos Aires to Valparaiso. The romance con- 
nected with the construction of these great pathways of commerce is told in a 
popular vein. Robert M. Brown. 

TEXT BOOKS 

The Student's Handbook of Stratigraphical Geology. By A. J. 

Jukes-Browne. 2nd edition, xiv and 668 pp. Maps, ills., index. Edward 
Stanford, London, 1912. 12s. 8 x 5%. 

The new edition of this well known textbook contains numerous amplifica- 
tions. The work is restricted to the geology of Europe. The British Isles have 
been treated with the full degree of comprehensiveness required by the stage of 
learning of the students for whose use the book is intended. This has not pre- 
vented the author from considering stratigraphic succession as a unit in which the 
strata missing in Great Britain are studied with as much detail as those repre- 
sented. Thus considered, European stratigraphy is particularly well described. 
The physical and geographic conditions related to the formation of each of the 
great series of strata are discussed briefly. They have been restored carto- 
graphically in the case of the Lower Devonian, the Upper Trias and the Lower 
Cretaceous. This constitutes a happy innovation in English textbooks and one 
which, it is hoped, may be maintained. The new edition also contains more 
illustrations and maps than the previous one. Leon Dominian. 

GENERAL 
The Century Atlas of the World. Prepared under the superintendence of 
Benjamin E. Smith, A.M., L.H.D. 45 historical and 294 geographical maps 
(including 168 insets) on 139 plates; index. Vol. XII of the Century Dictionary 
and Cyclopedia. Revised and enlarged edition, 1911. The Century Co., New 
York. Not sold separately. 12x9. 

The chief value of the Century Atlas to the geographer lies in its large- 
scale maps of the individual states of the United States and of the provinces 
of Canada. In the inclusion of such maps it is not unlike other general ref- 
erence atlases published and printed in the United States; it is in the more 
careful compilation, however, and in the superior mechanical reproduction of 
its maps that the Century Atlas stands out among current American atlases. 
Especially in this latter respect it holds a special place in American cartog- 
raphy; however unsuited to the highest quality of map-making the wax engrav- 
ing process may be, one may well concur with Zondervan (Allgemeine Karten- 
kunde, 1901, note p. 157) in the opinion that the Century Atlas represents the 
highest type of work that this process is capable of. The credit for this work is 
due the Matthews-Northrup Works of Buffalo. 

The states of the United States are represented on 52 plates. . With a few 
exceptions each state is at least shown on a separate plate; in the case of the 
more important states, however, two or more plates are devoted to one state. 
The average scales employed for the various sections of the country are: New 



